







December 3, 2018 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
MOREHEAD, Ky.--- 
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December 4, 2018 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
MOREHEAD, Ky.--- 
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December 5, 2018 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
MOREHEAD, Ky.--- 
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December 6, 2018 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
MOREHEAD, Ky.--- 



















From left to right are Blast Off! camp participants Emma Stone, Emma Grooms and Raychel Kool. 
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November 12, 2018 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
MOREHEAD, Ky.--- 
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December 6, 2018 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
MOREHEAD, Ky.--- 
 
Board of Regents holds quarterly meeting 
The Morehead State University Board of Regents held its quarterly meeting today (Thursday, Dec. 6) in the 
Adron Doran University Center.   
President Jay Morgan and the board recognized Dr. Melinda Willis, professor of English; John Haky, assistant 
director of housing; and Svea Carter, graduate assistant with the Campus Activities Board, for their outstanding 
leadership, service and dedication to the University.  
The Board of Regents retired into executive session pursuant to KRS 61.810(1)(c) to discuss pending 
litigation and pursuant to KRS 61.810(1)(b) to discuss matters relating to the future acquisition or sale of real 
property where publicity would be likely to affect the value of a specific piece of property to be acquired or 
sold. No action was taken while in closed session. 
After returning to business, the board approved a revision to the graduation fee, authorized an inter-local 
agreement with Bluegrass and Central Kentucky Unified Police Protection System (BACKUPPS) and 
confirmed the membership of the Friends of the Kentucky Folk Art Center, Inc.   
The board also authorized the closure of the following programs/academic offerings: 
 Educational Specialist in Counseling: Licensed Professional Counseling Associate  
 Bachelor of Arts Health Education Major with Teacher Certification (P-12) program  
 Bachelor of Arts Health and Physical Education Area with Teacher Certification (P-12) program  
 Physical Education Major with Teacher Certification (P-12) program  
 Astronomy Minor  
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December 7, 2018 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
MOREHEAD, Ky.--- 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
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December 7, 2018 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
MOREHEAD, Ky.--- 
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December 8, 2018 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
MOREHEAD, Ky.--- 
 
Fall Commencement celebrates newest MSU graduates  
Morehead State University honored nearly 600 degree candidates at the 2018 Fall Commencement ceremonies on 
Saturday, Dec. 8, at the Academic-Athletic Center.  
There event was filled with joy, applause and plenty of pictures taken as the newest alumni took the ceremonial walk 
across the stage, signifying the completion of their college degrees. They were greeted by MSU President Dr. Joseph A. 
(Jay) Morgan, who offered a congratulatory handshake to each of those completing graduate and undergraduate degree 
requirements.  
Lin-Hsiu Huang of Kaohsiung, Taiwan, was this year’s student speaker. She is the daughter of mother Hui-Yen 
Huang (10) and father Wen-Hung Huang (02) and is a candidate for both a Bachelor of Fine Arts in Art with an 
emphasis in design, and a minor in mathematics.  
Huang is a member of MSU’s Academic Honors Program. She has served as a tutor in the Tutoring and 
Learning Center for three years and has been an Undergraduate Research Fellow for two years. Huang is an 
active member and former public relations chair for Phi Sigma Pi, a gender-inclusive honors fraternity. She 
holds membership and has served in key leadership positions in the Academic Honors Student Association, the 
Student Association of Gender Equality and Kentucky Young Democrats. Over the past few years, she has 
worked for several nonprofit organizations, including Give Her Life in Pasadena, California; the National 
Human Rights Museum in Taipei City, Taiwan; and as a student advisor for Upward Bound, TRIO at MSU.   
As an artist, she has participated in several art exhibitions and competitions throughout the state. She also 
founded the freelance company LINear Design, where she sells personalized paintings, ink prints and holiday 
cards. In Spring 2018, she interned as a student blogger for The Washington Center and as The Future of 
Privacy Forum’s first in-house designer, both in Washington, D.C. She currently works as a contract designer 
for the Association of Career and Technical Education (ACTE) in Alexandria, Virginia.  
After graduation, Huang hopes to use her unique cultural and educational background to bridge the gap between 
identities – East and West, humanities and STEM – to create an impact in the corners of her world. During her 
commencement speech, she touched on the privilege it is for her and her fellow graduates to receive a college 
education from MSU and the importance to use it for the greater good.  
“With 14 percent of this world’s population illiterate today, I, too, often take my ability to read and write for 
granted. As college graduates, we, really, are the lucky ones, and it is up to us to go write our own 
stories...literally,” she said. “We are able to use the well-rounded education we received from Morehead State 
University as a tool for positive impacts in our lives.”   
ROTC students were commissioned as part of the program. ROTC Commissioned Officers are Martin Davalos, 
Lovely; Nicholas Gage Thompson Holloway, Taylorsville; Ted William Moore, Morehead; Aaron Eziekiel 
Stone, Vanceburg; Madison Kimberly Witzleb, Rock Falls, Illinois; and Tyler Matthew Zaborowsky, Medina, 
Ohio.  
Following the ceremony, the newest alumni were inducted into the MSU Alumni Association Inc. by its 
president, Dr. Jason Marion (04).  
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December 11, 2018 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
MOREHEAD, Ky.--- 
 
Rites of Passage ceremony celebrated  
 
Morehead State University’s Office of Student Activities, Inclusion and Leadership Development held its 36th Rites of 
Passage recognition ceremony on Friday in the Adron Doran University Center Ballroom.  
  
The purpose of the ceremony is to recognize and celebrate the scholastic achievement of minority and international 
students at MSU. Each student received a certificate, a gift and a special Kente stole.  
 
The Rites of Passage ceremony guest speaker was Dr. Daryl Privott.  
 
Dr. Daryl R. Privott is an assistant professor in the Department of Foundational & Graduate Studies in Education (FGSE) 
and teaches in MSU’s adult and higher education program. He also serves as director of MSU’s Faculty Center for Teaching 
and Learning.  
  
  
He holds a Ph.D. in Educational Leadership with an emphasis in Higher Education Administration from the University of 
Nevada-Las Vegas (UNLV), an MPA from UNLV and a Bachelor of Science in Pharmacy in Industrial Technology from East 
Carolina University.   
  
Dr. Privott’s research focuses on higher education administration, leadership, law and first-generation college 
student/graduates. He has presented at state, regional, national and international conferences and published articles in 
peer-reviewed journals. His chapter, “Getting Outside of My ‘Six Blocks’ with Bloom,” was recently published in the book 
Leaps of Faith – Stories from Working-Class Scholars.  
  
Fall graduates who participated in the ceremony were:  
  
Tray Ashby-Phan (health promotion), Minneapolis, Minnesota; Patience Nichole Cannon-Warren (business management), 
Louisville; Jarrin Trey Higginbotham (exercise science), Liberty Township, Ohio; Rachel Pearl Jacobs (philosophy major, 
sociology minor), Hebron, Virginia; Jamie Alyce Phipps (psychology major, chemical dependency minor), Cincinnati; Darius 
DeShon Pritchett (sports management), Cincinnati; and Jumell Shaphan Wilson (technology management major, area of 
concentration in information systems), Valley Stream, New York.  
 
Additional information about the ceremony is available by calling Shannon Colvin, associate director for programming, 




Pictured above in the front row, from left to right, are: Tray Ashby-Phan, Patience Nicole Cannon-Warren, Rachel Pearl 
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December 11, 2018 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
MOREHEAD, Ky.--- 
 
Zargari earns KACE outstanding faculty award  
 
Dr. Ahmad Zargari, professor and associate dean of the School of Engineering and Information Systems (SEIS) at Morehead State 
University, recently received the Outstanding Faculty Award at the Kentucky Association of Colleges and Employers Fall Conference, 
an honor for which he was nominated by MSU’s Office of Career Services. The award is designed to recognize outstanding effort and 
achievement by a faculty member in the promotion and development of experiential education programs and/or support 
of Career Services’ mission.  
 
"Dr. Zargari champions the importance of experiential education to all students with whom he works and has secured strong 
relationships with employers in our region. As a result, our engineering students have opportunities to gain hands-on skills by interning 
at organizations including Mazak, Toyota, KDMK, Cooper Standard, GE, SRG Global, Hitachi, Mitsubishi, and Regal Beloit, among 
others,” said Megan Boone, interim director of Career Services. “Moreover, Dr. Zargari enthusiastically engages in MSU Career Center 
events, including attending annual fall and spring career fairs to network with recruiters. We are grateful for his impact at Morehead 
State University and were proud to nominate him for the Outstanding Faculty Award.”      
 
During his time at MSU, Zargari has established an SEIS advisory board made up of industry leaders who gather to share opinions, 
suggestions and feedback to ensure MSU’s programs are meeting the needs of employers. This also allows employers involved with 
the advisory board to promote their own organizations and experiential education opportunities.   
 
“It is thanks to these ongoing efforts that Dr. Zargari has established strong opportunity pipelines for both students and employers. He 
has mentored hundreds of co-op students who are presently holding high-level engineering and management positions around the 
country, which is a reflection of his impact,” Boone said. “In short, Dr. Zargari contributes to a ‘college to career’ culture wherein 
students understand the extent to which establishing a record of professional field experience before graduation is critical to success in 
a competitive marketplace.”    
 
“During the past 25 years, I have been pleased to facilitate co-op and internship experiences for students who pursue graduate and 
undergraduate programs in the School of Engineering and Information Systems,” Zargari said. “Internships with leading companies 
have provided an excellent opportunity for our students to gain hands-on competencies that are required to build a rewarding career. 
Employers are a key partner in this process, because their participation ensures that students receive a well-rounded education in both 
the classroom and the workforce. I am very pleased and honored to accept this award, and sincerely thank the Kentucky Association of 
Colleges and Employers.”  
 
For information about programs in the School of Engineering and Information Systems, visit www.moreheadstate.edu/seis, 
email seis@moreheadstate.edu or call 606-783-2418.  
_____________________________________________________________________________________   
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December 12, 2018 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
MOREHEAD, Ky.--- 
 
Lydeard co-edits book on mollusks 
Dr. Charles Lydeard, chair and professor of biology in Morehead State’s Department of Biology and Chemistry, recently completed a 
book he co-edited with Kevin Cummings a senior researcher for the Biological Surveys and Assessment Program from the University of 
Illinois Urbana-Champaign entitled "Freshwater Mollusks of the World - A Distribution Atlas."   
 
Lydeard has been studying freshwater mollusks since 1992, and said he got involved in the project to provide a research resource for 
others who study the creatures.   
 
“Since working on freshwater mollusks since 1992, I have long felt there was a need for a single, definitive source of information on 
freshwater mollusks, “he said. “After working on various studies over the years, I finally put together a proposal with my colleague, 
Kevin Cummings, to do it.” Lydeard added he and Cummings began working on the project in 2014.   
 
The book brings together over two dozen world-renowned experts to contribute chapters on the 43 families of freshwater mollusks to 
synthesize the latest information on the diversity, evolutionary relationships, conservation and role freshwater mollusks play as disease 
vectors.   
 
“The book is sure to be invaluable to students, professionals and conchologists interested in this fascinating group of animals,” Lydeard 
said. “And, it was fun working with friends and colleagues from around the world assembling this volume.”  
 
The book will be published by Johns Hopkins University Press and is now available for pre-order at 
https://jhupbooks.press.jhu.edu/content/freshwater-mollusks-world.  
 
For more information about programs in the Department of Biology and Chemistry at MSU, email Lydeard at 
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December 13, 2018 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
MOREHEAD, Ky.--- 
 
MSU music professor meddles in metal music on new album  
 
At Morehead State University, students of every major are given opportunities outside the classroom where they can apply what they 
learned in the real world. As it turns out, getting a bit of applied learning doesn’t just apply to Eagle students.  
 
Dr. Paul Taylor, associate professor of music, makes sure that on an occasional weekend and in the summer months, he is still getting 
a chance to teach and be creative even if he isn’t in an MSU classroom. Taylor takes his knowledge as a pianist to Cincinnati to instruct 
young musicians at the School of Rock in keyboards and electronic sounds.   
 
“I’ve become more aware as I’ve been teaching here that just playing piano and teaching theory is not enough,” he said. “The students 
need somebody that’s doing something like that to keep them on top of the profession. Otherwise, our profession gets frozen in time.”  
During his many stints instructing at the School of Rock and doing shows, Taylor made connections with staff at the school and other 
professional musicians and got connected with the five-piece metal band Black Tractor. The group recruited Taylor’s abilities to 
enhance the recording of its upcoming album “The Wonders of the Invisible World” on Shotgun Casserole Records. The recording 
session led to Taylor using a synthesizer to create keyboard and string parts, along with doing everything from plucking piano strings to 
rolling rocks around inside the instrument to create surreal, unusual sonic elements.  
 
“That’s the only thing I haven’t done in my life is that, so I figured, what the heck,” Taylor said on recording metal music. “It was a 
challenge, believe me, to come up with some kind of music, a keyboard part, for some sort of off-the-wall-type of music is not easy.”  
Taylor said opportunities away from the classroom, whether he is teaching young musicians or recording metal albums, helps him grow 
as a player, a performer and an instructor.  
 
“It’s a connection with the industry,” he said. “You can’t learn that from a book. You’ve got to be in there doing it.”  
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December 18, 2018 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
MOREHEAD, Ky.--- 
 
MSU closed Dec. 19-Jan. 1  
 
Morehead State University will be closed Dec. 19 through Jan. 1 for winter break.  
 
There will be no classes, dining and residence halls will be closed, and administrative offices will be closed during the break.   
 
The University will reopen on Wednesday, Jan. 2, 2019.  Students return to class for the spring semester on Monday, Jan. 14.   
 
Some facilities will be open on modified schedules during they break. They include:  
 
Recreation and Wellness Center: Outdoor Adventures and the bowling lanes will be closed for the entire break. The Center will be 
close on Saturday, Dec. 22 and will reopen Wednesday, Jan. 2, 2019. Visit http://www.moreheadstate.edu/recreation for hours from 
Dec. 10-21.   
 
Camden-Carroll Library: The library will be closed Dec. 8-9, Dec. 15-16 and Dec. 19 to Jan. 2, 2019. It will be open Dec. 10-14 and 
Dec. 17-18 from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.  
 
Kentucky Folk Art Center (KFAC): KFAC will be closed Saturday, Dec. 8 and Dec. 24-Jan. 2.  It will be open Dec. 10-14 and Dec. 17-
22 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. It will be open on Saturday, Dec. 15 and Saturday, Dec. 22 from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.   
 
University Post Office: The post office will operate under normal business hours Dec. 10-18. The service window will be open from 9 
a.m. to noon on Dec. 21, Dec. 26 and Dec. 28 for mail and package pickups only.   
 
University Store: The University Store will be open regular hours from Dec. 10-17 and will have limited hours on Dec. 18. The store will 
be closed Dec. 19 to Jan. 2, 2019. Call 606-783-2081 for more information.   
 





Morehead State University (MSU) is a comprehensive public university with robust undergraduate and graduate programs, emerging doctoral programs, and an emphasis on regional engagement. 
MSU aspires to be the best public regional university in the South through prioritizing student success; outcomes; academic excellence; and rankings, reputation and regional responsiveness. 
 
MSU is an affirmative action, equal opportunity, educational institution. 
 
